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le Mans MGA

Jonathan Wood recounts its entries at Sarthe in 1959, 1960 and 1961.

MG Car Clab™ Fuistone gatherimg ot
| Hilversone in May Lo commemorate 50 vears
of the masque was much ensyed by com
peignrs and  spectabors alike. Bul on & more
personal lesel it mleo marked A mewnion. For
|]_ri||; the prasul parade Ted Lursl 1_::|in ook the
wheel of the MGA that he ran af Le Mams in
F95%, 1980 and 1961, Although mow ewned 2nd
consisiEntly raced |:|- Hob Mckirow of 81 m.-u:-.'-rl
Cheshire, i s virtually unchanged since .I- Eatter
dave #1 Sarthe. o the occasion was a pacbcualafly
mostaless one For Ted The BGA's hE-:l-:lr'. i
5y fascunating one, culminaling &8 it ol e Lund
winning the rawlire class in the car during the
Shadene Za-Rour riceon FYOLL
Althoagh Ted Lufdd has driver a namber of
ather makes an the race rack. be i prodably hes
ternemhersd for his compesitive activies with MO
He puti this down te the fact his father aent bo
tchood with the “father™ aof the margoe, Cecil
Kimber, and later bath become invelved m b
affmire of the Manchester Momor Cluh, Therefore
it was hardiv surpsising that when Ted ook up
wsator TARIng In 1947 1t was ar the wheel of 2
supercharged MO PH (rég. na, BIU 2h, where
is i now?), Afer o seocesalul fest senson be ook
the car 10 Belgium, emering # in the Grand Prs
dex Frombiers, fmishing Towrth |r the umder tworlitre
class. Thereafler he amply relicied the rosd equep
ment, nnd embarked on a chort Contenenial our
By 1950 he was sgill a1 the wheel of & by now
resivied PH, and 11 wae dunng ihiwi VERT, E. K
Land of Coppull near Chorley, Lancs, were,
perhaps approprigiely, appoimed MO dealers, the
parape soon beécoming & meeting place for mony
MG enthi 5|.1*<'*~|r the porth-gasl, Myncteen-lify was
alen signd i hecause Ted was mvited by Fokn
Tharit iy assistant Genernl Monager ol the
MG Car I'_r-'nrl'll'- I jam Che god '
iearn, He joined Gearge Phillips and Dick Ja
far ks Nirsl FRge ino A4 waOrs cor: Lhe whudtion
sports car raée al Silversiong where TC's were
phaced 2nd. Ird and dih. Ted continoed 10 acnively
campaign M. racing @ moch modified TO
FOBL 41 25 mnd ETer 2 wlary STk TF, 16
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Above the RAC % varificaran of amgine size for the

1967 Le Mans,

Tan, all ke ganse of
crgency of the 24 -
Ml CONTEELD 18
cipntored by this
shotograph of Ted
Lyl raking owver in
the & during fhe
1950 race. Above,
1960 Le Mans again,
That year Lynd and
Escorf won fhe Z-iifre
class, SAX210's
FRQne Cormpartmant
&8 It 8 today, The
heads and CanE ang
the La Wans
firrmants, thowgh a
TEO Black i& now
firred. Also nofe old
Calron Ba in front of
rha radiafor for
tapping o frang
shock absarbess



Le Mans MGA

Hawever, (5 1955 & tenm af three profodyps
WG A (A% thiy later becase knawn) were entered
iy the comepary for dhet peaf’s Le Mans, and
Ted, althouph he Hnd been invited £ drive in 1he
TR team. gladly secspled ai inviation from MG
i ca-diive one of the mew cars. F. Wilspn
MeComh in his “Saory of the MG fparis Car”
(Dienth writes that it was originally imended b
unmatice the new model st the begining of Juse
ard then run three of (hem at Le Mans "2 [Johirl
Thornley inspirasion. that for - shees boldniss,
rivalled the most andacious feais of the good oid
davs”, As it hnppened, problems wih e gapply
o hodies meant thal the cars ware anmoanged
only & wegk or pwn hefore the race, though. ool
w5 0 production medel The new cars o ared as
racing profotypes, being smply oumbered EX [IH:
il was 1o he: another iheee months before the
prodastion MG A gmerged, [L was perhapd appro
printe that MG shauld feturm to the irtermatsinal
circoits mfter & Meyears aheence wih 8 car ool
radicaly diffierent full width bodywork. in complete
pomirast 19 the visuafly anchromete TF that whs
phased out easker the same vear. Hosever, 1he
rew car's body could he irsced: back 1o (EeorTge
Phillin's spexasl bodied TD, which ran ar Le

= e

A despandent Colin Escott stands by the
damaged A after the car it @ dog during
fhe 1959 Lo Mans. It ran anly thal year in
open farm

]

The A% prasenl owner, Bob NcElray (lefl
chats o Ted Lund &t the MG Car Club g
R0 anniversaly meetickg 3t Sitversione i
May

sans o5 & privase emiry in 1951, while the new
model's engime was the [d8Ue "B sries BRI
pusshsad Frear, which had already seen sefvice in
the £A Siaprette, Theed aluminium-bodied Care.
fimished in British Bacing fireen, finally appeased
ai the race, Ted Lund shered the driving of hix
it irace pamber 647 with Hars Waeffler. the
other pwo beinp driven By Johmny Lockett and
Fen hiles 1411 and Dok Jacoks and Jog Flyno
(I §

The 1955 Le Mans was morred by the terrilie
accident when & Mercedes Benz ran inio the crowil

killing BT people. Tragedy also arack the MG
feam when Dick Jacohs crashed an the White
Hiuse anit was gravely injused, Mearmwhile the
ather ten cars were sl running well. and Ted
Lund mow taked up the awory. “During the migh
a Dreyps Jaguar tried 1o pass me al Arnage and
sl right s the sandbank. amd remnained Lhere
For the rest of the race. Then laber, woownrds the
morning, | tried 10 do the very same [Irving Lo
pass & Trigmph TR2), At the same comer Beed
lese 1o say | shat inlo ik back of the Th-type
in the same sandhpnk. T could hove comd on the
st - - . 10 think thrpagh lack of comoenbratsn nnd
prhabiy tiredress alicr 12t |4 kours ol racmg
i hud dane the sery thng 1 should hawe bezizn
aware ol Foriunately ihe car wos sill trvabile,
w0 Lund crawded om bo the piis whert the froml end
was beater out and & wheel changed, Nonetheless
e manaped to fnish, being in fagt the first car b2
cross the Ene, He was placed [7th overall anil
Rfth b his class, The remaining MO was L2h
cverall, The Le Mars cor umed pushrod. engines,
iyl two of ghe three cars thai the company ran
i the Ulster TT 21 Dundrod in Septem W
fitizd with che ther caperizmentsl fwin-cam sngine
i fact these pwo tein-cam cars felbred, whas the
remaining paskrod car came in fourth, By cruel
irany Lhis race wag Alsn marred by o bad sooident,
nd s & repull the Greult was never ased agam.
bust &t this juncture ihe compuoy wilhires from
the apart,
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Digring 1957 and 1958 Ted Lund n reid 10
drive for Triumph, Frazer Mash osd Peerbeis
thugh For one reason snd onother ihe cars Tiled
t makerialise, Howewer, In the meanhime o Stord
and advanced project was underway al Abingdon:
the car whigh Ted Lund hoped 10 race ab Sanihe
in 1955, He described the finished project fh
was high in MG Developrent Departmbend. 10 B
&5 5 heautifil fwin-chm Sports Tacing cat frokiog
Fiko & smialler Mercedes 3005L7. He reckoned the
iop speed woald b in the region of 140/ &0mph.
amd the cost of the project a1 around £15.000
Alkgugh an MG (win-cam engne Wes used (ihe
w&" wwh ikis new enging bemg anmounced =
July 195H) the reas tnﬁ. differed Tadacally, a de
[won rear axke heing fited. Unforiunately, e
higher echeloms of BMLC dezmned that ihe Gar
showld not ren ns a Fegrary-sponsored MO, par
ticutarly as # was not o recognisable production
vehicle and it would be in the hards of & driver
whi was mol emploved ar even paid o relaifer
by ihe company, There has naturally been some
speculation o5 b0 the Fuke of this fascinating
macking, 1t was rumoured o have been skl 0o
weabihy American, bal there scems same likee it
ihat # mny have been broken up las i the fauc
of most prototypes), Certainly a de Dion rear nxle
safd 1o hawe Been fited 10 an MOA wis redtrlly
seen &1 the [aelory. so ki may of may cot B
e remains of the stillbarn e Mars car. ¥
anvone coukl add anyiking o the fate of thas very
sppcial vwin-cam, 1d be most graseful.

Meonetheless, this edict lef Ted Lund withoul
& car 1o dfive, so . pandard win-cam g
pwrr-seater was arsembled. In view of the rather
highly charged ant-racing [acton in the wpper
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renches of BMC at the time, the car was entered
by the Morik Western centre of Lhe MG Car
Club, alibioagh the car was buile and prepared
m Ahingdon, In wview of the fwme actor, the
pwo-seater open body was ane 1hal hod  bBeen
laving avound in MO developmend departnenl
It is thoaght to kave heen oe of the alusmnium
podi=s wased on ene of the 1355 Le Mlans cars
{hal was suhseguently acgored by Hans Eeller
IMIGs Sutss distributor] and then returned Lo e
Fagiory. As gven today erinin parts of the hody
are pasnied red- and athers Briish Racmi Gareen
under Uhi finak green coan, it coukl be on amalgnm
of two hodies. Cemainly the ariginial aluminium
frond wings were nod retained. sieel Hoes bemg
substitited io-streppthen up the frant e, The
front af the car natorally looked coenpletely. SLan
Jupd, with the sxception of n carbufétior et
duce on the offsde, which later emerged on the
baack af the offside Foopt wing. The car. ol Ted's
insistence. alw reizined (s origin] flashing indi
cotoes, He used these 10 tell his-pit ghat ke had
anderstond her instructions. A foll-width contpeil
fion windscreen was fited and & W-gallon petral
iank wih quick-relense fifler was pasiticned [ the
penr af the car. 1owas fnished in ash green with
a British Racing Green flash down the side,
just Jike Ted's own rwin-cam {choss 3171 whach
o douht causad sore mitinl confusion! The com
pleted car was tested a1 MIRA white the clutch
disintegrated, 50 a Cierman diaphragm Hauseman
wnit, @ 0@ Porsche, was fited in place of the
originpl, The car, which was green the chasss
ne ¥ O3S 5, was regisbened SRX 210,

The economics of preparing this enry for Le
mans may bo of imercst ?hn': partcular  car
cost £ 1000, while racing tyres and labes were
E132 per sel, with (wo sets bemg reguired plues
o third 1o be on the safe side. Peirol for the race.
and practice, cost £150. This was delivered 1o 1he
pits vin high-pressure hoses which delivered Toel
a1 101 galions per mEnud,

Ted shared the driving of 3RX 1 wilh
Colin Espotl, nnd the car was phven race sumber
13, Ax Escort suffered from back rrouble il was
decided that exch driver shoubd Bave biis - dPwTs
imdividual sear batom, which was detachable,
Teds being coloured preen. and Colin’s red.
Deuring proctice for ihe race Ercoit had he mis
fortune Lo hit a saadbonk al the Mulsanse corner.
denting the front end, Howewr ithe damikge
was kmeaten oul nnd the front re-paisied. The
gearbon was alse chonged a5 pressure haed buil
up in B to the extent that the filler plug had been
blawn aut, and i tost. Al i hod started jumping
put of pesr under fill boad. The rear ssle ratic
wios Mo changed from 330 1o 4000 1he 3ame
aight, The MGs siaried well, amd was runmifig
reafiable encuph, apart from irouble with o ocar
hesretbor gaskel. Then during the Sunday marpang
Facoti hit ap Alspion dog that bed somehoo
gat cm 10 the Mulzanpe Sirmiphd. Team mnmaget
WMajor Andrew Pawnall then had an ApOEInE
decizion ta meke as ke car's cooling ducls sl
been severely disonied by the collision, and b
cor was siarting te averhear badly. Should 15
undertray be remenved 1o allow &3 mach air ns
aossibie i cirgolate, or should the car oortinue
for amother theee of Four laps wnil ail and w2ier
okl be replenished? He opted for the latler
coarse of aclon, and il was decded 1o ek 1he
car crawl Teund skwely for the required niamner af
Laps wnldl il and water supplies could e chached.
Unforianately, with obout four makes 0 gou the
engine sezed solid and subsequent invesiigation
howed ihat (L wis complesely ruipsd. Also ihe
uparbos thot had been overheating badly waos in &
simalar stace. So eeded SRX 210% firsd appearance
at Barthe. an initially promising one, though dogged.
as |t were; by (ll-fuck. ARer the race Ted acgaired
ihe car from the company although A hingdar
crniinued (o prepane i

The fotlowing vesr the racitg regulalies were
changed. rtli|l.l'-1'll1§_ the use of a full heght wind
sereer. 5a it was decided to fit o coupd top o the
existing Body work, M idlari) Sheet Metal of Chil-
vars Cobon, Maneaton, Waores, carried aut the con-
versiom, amd the car was spraved meinl&c preen
{ihe very same palnd used an EX 1R ihe Moss
record-bresking twin-gaml, as Midland hao hagilt
that hody, A& the car had 1o ran in the pwi-lirre
nrodoiype class it was decided to bore the 2ogine
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